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Processed fruit: Terrible Spanish apricot crop will drastically reduce canned output, Ethical frozen fruit, Hailstorms and rains hit Serbia's main raspberry growing regions, Upturn in Serbian raspberry exports, US strawberries find good demand nearby

Processed vegetables: Favourable weather conditions in time for sweet corn harvest, Preserved artichokes exports to grow, Tough spring for US vegetable growers

	Processed fruit


Terrible Spanish apricot crop will drastically reduce canned output

Volume: 39  Issue: 26

SPAIN's processing apricot harvest this year has been described as a "total disaster" by sources in the industry, while fewer peaches are expected to go for canning due to pulled trees and weather damage. 

Recent hailstorms which hit the majority of fruit in Murcia and parts of Valencia have now meant less fruit will go for canning, with purée and the fresh market taking the remainder.

A canner based in Murcia told FOODNEWS: "I know that apricots have been a disaster. Damage is anything between 30-50%. Rain and hailstorms have destroyed apricot for canning, what is left will have to go for pulp." Another processor in the region confirmed that it was not a good year for apricots. "It has been a total disaster, both for apricots and to some extent peaches. The hail was significant and hit peach and apricots and is stopping canning.

"There has also been increasing competition from Turkey and Morocco. Spain has always been a bit more expensive but has been slowly losing out to these origins. Many farms are not so profitable with the fruit now, so have got fed up with growing it and have pulled up trees. Processors are also losing fruit to the fresh market in Spain, with farmers deciding whether to produce peaches and apricots for fresh or for processing according to the price. Many farmers have already cut branches, leading to bigger fruit this year which will go for fresh," he said.

When asked for production figures for canned peaches or apricots this year, the source said it was difficult to know how much would be produced.

"It all depends," he said. "Raw material is more expensive this year. Raw material peach prices for canning are EUR0.22 (USD0.31) per kg this year, up to EUR0.10/kg more expensive than last year, while the peach purée raw material price will remain more or less the same at EUR0.14-0.16/kg. Raw material apricots for canning will be EUR0.55-0.60/kg, while purée is EUR0.27-0.30/kg. Sugar is also more expensive: it was EUR0.72-0.74 per can in 2010 and now is EUR0.80/can. I am interested to see what happens."

	SPANISH CANNED PEACH EXPORTS (January - March, tonnes) 

	200870 
	2006 
	2007 
	2008 
	2009 
	2010 
	2011 

	France
	2902
	3663
	1648
	2012
	3013
	2965

	UAE
	934
	2479
	395
	2333
	1175
	2733

	Portugal
	2147
	2736
	2985
	2974
	2198
	2099

	Germany
	2288
	3784
	1945
	1770
	1633
	1053

	UK
	2179
	1995
	1542
	1785
	2022
	603

	Belgium
	579
	596
	824
	371
	358
	508

	N'lands
	480
	555
	804
	487
	522
	447

	Iran
	0
	0
	347
	300
	1852
	438

	S Arabia
	2135
	838
	231
	1075
	297
	361

	US
	574
	748
	405
	493
	229
	268

	Others
	2586
	4682
	3508
	1347
	1923
	1990

	Total 
	16804 
	22076 
	14634 
	14947 
	15222 
	13465 

	SOURCE: GTIS 


Positive outlook

The first source was slightly more positive about this year's processing peach harvest which he described as "good".

"There was some damage in Murcia and Valencia caused by the aforementioned rain and hailstorms, but mostly in Murcia. It will not affect the amount sent for canning but maybe the price. How much canned peach they produce entirely depends on the fresh market and demand. We don't know about production or prices yet: it is too early."

"Spain and Portugal, the main buyers of our canned peaches and apricots, are still suffering the effects of the economic crisis. Processors will produce a little less but for the first time stocks will not pressurise markets, processors will process to demand. Money is the most important element. There is none. So we will have to adjust production to current market demand. We have seen very aggressive Greek prices in recent years; there was the crisis and lots of stock. Now there is less pressure."

He confirmed that the price of sugar was indeed of concern to canners. "The [sugar] price has gone up 50% on what it was in summer 2010. This is likely to push canned peach prices this year up 5% overall. In addition tinplate prices are much higher than last year, up 10% on 2010. You can add transport costs and more expensive raw material prices to the situation this year too. It will not be as easy this year," he said.

	SPANISH CANNED APRICOT EXPORTS (January - March, tonnes) 

	200850 
	2006 
	2007 
	2008 
	2009 
	2010 
	2011 

	France
	1430
	2144
	884
	1363
	1213
	1229

	Germany
	1647
	1396
	610
	1755
	831
	937

	Belgium
	1045
	966
	300
	569
	789
	838

	UAE
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	523

	N'lands
	703
	865
	167
	384
	351
	519

	UK
	409
	596
	193
	158
	54
	153

	S'land
	241
	185
	250
	161
	210
	112

	Austria
	204
	114
	112
	54
	133
	105

	Norway
	37
	133
	88
	69
	55
	71

	D'mark
	118
	115
	189
	74
	73
	64

	Others
	751
	943
	522
	488
	163
	212

	Total 
	6585 
	7457 
	3315 
	5075 
	3872 
	4763 

	SOURCE: GTIS 


Ethical frozen fruit

Volume: 39  Issue: 26

WHOLE Foods Market of the US has launched two varieties of frozen fruit, ethically sourced by the EARTH University. The chain will begin selling frozen pineapples and bananas sourced from rural communities in tropical regions. 

Hailstorms and rains hit Serbia's main raspberry growing regions

Volume: 39  Issue: 26

SERBIAN processors are nervously monitoring the progress of the new raspberry season, as the 2011 harvest steps into full gear. Assorted fruit crops, including raspberries, were hit by rain and hail in Serbia at the weekend and trade insiders are still attempting to assess the true extent of any damage. 

Mirjana Avakumovic, the municipality president in Arilje, said a severe hailstorm damaged 7 000 hectares planted with fruit crops in the regions, which is located at the heart of Serbia's raspberry country, on 25 June.

Revenues from raspberry production in Arilje amount to around EUR30 million (USD42 million) per year. She estimated that the total hail damage could be as much as EUR15 million.

Some traders suggest that the raspberry harvest has suffered minimal losses elsewhere, but one major Serbian processor told FOODNEWS that financial losses to all fruit crops (but mainly raspberries) are already estimated at EUR40 million (USD57 million).

There are also differing opinions about the likely size of the raspberry crop in Serbia this year, which is likely to end around 15-20 July.

According to a new forecast from the country's Ministry of Agriculture and Trade, growers will harvest 85 000 tonnes of raspberries in 2011. This is roughly 1 000 tonnes more than last season when producers harvested 83 870 tonnes, with 63 358 tonnes exported.

However, trade opinion differs. One Serbian source commented: "The crop is expected to peak at about 90 000 tonnes this year. However, a total of 3 000 tonnes of raspberry was lost which represented about 3% of the total crop. The impact has had a negligible effect on pricing for conventional raspberry."

Other industry insiders suggest Serbia's raspberry harvest in 2011 is likely to be nearer 70 000-75 000 tonnes, while one reliable source estimates that recent adverse weather could curtail the crop even further, to 60 000-65 000 tonnes.

Lower volumes are not the only issue for Serbian processors this year. Evidently, external factors have contributed to downward pressure on domestic frozen raspberry prices for the 2011 season, which are reportedly around 25% down on this time last year.

Serbia, the EU's largest supplier of processed raspberries, must now compete with China, as well as Chile, for the lucrative EU market and Serbia's new frozen raspberry pack has started against a backdrop of a quiet market, with ample supplies from all sources.

Large carry-over stocks?

Evica Mihaljevic, an official from Serbia's national fruit and vegetable producers' association Plodovi Srbije, said that lower demand in Europe and heavy inventories carried over from last season are pushing producer prices in Serbia downwards.

"Rolend raspberry prices in Europe currently range between EUR1.6-1.7/kg, which is a large drop compared to the same period in 2010 when prices ranged between EUR2.5-2.7/kg," said Mihaljevic.

"Buyers are no longer focusing on raspberries indicating that their stockpiles are brimming. This is not the case with sour cherries and other types of fruit," she added.

According to the official, Serbian freezers still contain between 10 000-15 000 tonnes of raspberries from 2010, which represents "a burden" for the sector and the market.

But this was disputed by one Serbian source. He claims that normally carry-over stocks would be around 5 000-8 000 tonnes, compared with this year's estimated volume (which he pegs at 12 000-14 000 tonnes), a figure that, in his view, was "not excessive".

He said current quotes for new season frozen raspberries are as follows: IQF 95% whole raspberry, packed 4 x 2.5 kg at EUR1.75/kg fca cold store; IQF raspberry crumble, packed 1 x 14 kg at EUR1.15/kg to EUR1.20/kg fca cold store and IQF whole and broken raspberry (50/40/10), packed 1 x 13 kg at EUR1.50/kg fca cold store.

Other fruits

New season Serbian IQF sour pitted cherries are also being keenly sought within the EU.

A Serbian source commented: "The sour cherry crop has also been affected by long periods of dry and arid conditions resulting in a high percentage of the cherries being less than 16mm in size: This makes it very difficult to pit and, as a result, there is quite a lot of activity in pre-cooled cherry in cistern tankers destined to the juice producers.

Current price for IQF pitted sour cherry with a stone tolerance of 2 pits per 10 kg (0.05%) is about EUR1.35-1.40/kg ex cold store."

Other industry sources informed FOODNEWS of even higher quotes for IQF sour cherries, of EUR1.50-1.60/kg, ex Serbia; the same level at the close of the 2010 season. Apparently, the firm price trend has been triggered by big demand from processors seeking cherries for concentrate production.

Serbia's frozen blackberry pack does not come on stream until the end of July, but already indications are that prices will be high; certainly farmers are set to earn much more for raw material, as the season will open with empty inventories.

Additional reporting by Vladimir Pekic 

Upturn in Serbian raspberry exports

Volume: 39  Issue: 26

SERBIAN exports of frozen raspberries (including mulberries etc.) were lifted in the first quarter of 2011, hitting 23 899 tonnes (+4%), the highest level in six years for the period. Off-take increased considerably in Germany, to 8 474 tonnes (+15%), as well as in France, which took 4 632 tonnes (+16%). 

In fact, among the top five destinations for Serbian raspberries, only Austria – an exporter of the product itself – showed lower demand, at 1 970 tonnes (-9%).

First-quarter Chinese exports of frozen raspberries more than doubled year-on-year, to 5 257 tonnes, thanks to significant jumps in volumes exported to Russia and Germany, 1 123 tonnes and 823 tonnes respectively (+103%, +997%).

Polish exports of the same product lost a little ground during the first three months of the year, however, dropping to 12 110 tonnes in total (-7%), as Germany reduced off-take considerably, to 4 351 tonnes (-18%).

During the period between January-April, Chile saw a marginal increase in shipments, to 30 599 tonnes in total (-2%). While sales to Germany and the Netherlands picked up considerably, Chile's major customer, the US, saw stable uptake at approximately 11 400 tonnes, and Canada, France and Belgium's needs were somewhat lower than in the same period of 2010.

	SERBIAN FROZEN RASPBERRY EXPORT (January - March, tonnes) 

	81120 
	2006 
	2007 
	2008 
	2009 
	2010 
	2011 

	Germany
	4617
	5740
	4612
	5518
	7386
	8474

	France
	3268
	4215
	3255
	3075
	4001
	4632

	Austria
	3508
	3047
	1693
	1305
	2604
	2361

	Belgium
	1070
	1792
	1080
	1394
	1675
	1970

	UK
	783
	1591
	497
	576
	838
	1194

	N'lands
	1649
	1305
	666
	633
	1433
	963

	Italy
	681
	305
	488
	505
	768
	781

	Sweden
	523
	572
	401
	488
	772
	510

	Switzerland
	593
	373
	406
	206
	313
	497

	Poland
	101
	275
	378
	386
	958
	430

	Denmark
	311
	381
	187
	261
	425
	413

	Spain
	80
	121
	78
	120
	161
	258

	Others
	5277
	6881
	5635
	6299
	8952
	9890

	Total 
	17844 
	20858 
	14764 
	15248 
	22900 
	23899 

	SOURCE: GTIS 




	CHINESE FROZEN RASPBERRY EXPORTS (January-March, tonnes) 

	81120 
	2006 
	2007 
	2008 
	2009 
	2010 
	2011 

	Russia
	24
	93
	480
	315
	553
	1123

	Germany
	400
	355
	503
	344
	75
	823

	N'lands
	18
	26
	772
	319
	412
	699

	Australia
	271
	219
	307
	240
	186
	512

	Turkey
	0
	0
	73
	48
	121
	323

	Japan
	838
	813
	513
	352
	320
	318

	Canada
	0
	57
	167
	85
	38
	302

	US
	79
	119
	24
	56
	93
	175

	Brazil
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	137

	N Zealand
	30
	128
	85
	111
	127
	133

	Denmark
	0
	0
	0
	67
	18
	114

	Israel
	23
	0
	36
	92
	24
	74

	Others
	48
	195
	458
	719
	380
	524

	Total 
	1731 
	2005 
	3418 
	2748 
	2347 
	5257 

	SOURCE: GTIS 




	POLAND FROZEN RASPBERRY EXPORT (January - March, tonnes) 

	81120 
	2006 
	2007 
	2008 
	2009 
	2010 
	2011 

	Germany
	4471
	4280
	4062
	4128
	5310
	4351

	Belgium
	1095
	1340
	1376
	1194
	955
	1549

	Russia
	791
	1217
	1312
	889
	1206
	1454

	N'lands
	879
	1135
	816
	1056
	1385
	937

	France
	487
	467
	665
	697
	644
	688

	UK
	818
	965
	988
	800
	645
	593

	Sweden
	435
	506
	373
	571
	496
	561

	Denmark
	326
	224
	361
	482
	462
	403

	Norway
	235
	336
	282
	441
	170
	281

	Italy
	208
	136
	460
	179
	339
	275

	Finland
	132
	170
	214
	384
	282
	202

	Austria
	151
	200
	364
	172
	387
	182

	Others
	797
	987
	856
	662
	703
	634

	Total 
	10825 
	11963 
	12129 
	11655 
	12984 
	12110 

	SOURCE: GTIS 




	CHILEAN FROZEN RASPBERRY EXPORTS (January-April, tonnes) 

	81120 
	2006 
	2007 
	2008 
	2009 
	2010 
	2011 

	US
	13820
	13719
	9372
	11153
	11286
	11372

	Germany
	2096
	3067
	6210
	1998
	2733
	3964

	N'lands
	2680
	3085
	4686
	3121
	3698
	3933

	Canada
	2566
	2080
	2515
	3859
	2988
	2701

	France
	4110
	4236
	4485
	3021
	2247
	2159

	Australia
	834
	735
	1181
	1288
	1005
	1157

	Belgium
	1203
	1461
	1861
	1406
	1114
	897

	Italy
	968
	1828
	952
	484
	388
	875

	UK
	2115
	2377
	3128
	1697
	1898
	789

	Poland
	114
	250
	532
	386
	324
	539

	S'land
	280
	376
	283
	456
	281
	416

	NZ
	198
	220
	306
	396
	437
	362

	Others
	1549
	1091
	2263
	1601
	1472
	1435

	Total 
	32533 
	34525 
	37774 
	30866 
	29871 
	30599 

	SOURCE: GTIS 




	AUSTRIAN FROZEN RASPBERRY EXPORTS (January-February, tonnes) 

	81120 
	2006 
	2007 
	2008 
	2009 
	2010 
	2011 

	Germany
	988
	581
	854
	616
	1998
	1973

	France
	180
	272
	196
	288
	280
	344

	Belgium
	18
	47
	5
	90
	391
	339

	Italy
	642
	554
	410
	298
	384
	333

	Poland
	20
	25
	58
	83
	240
	70

	Denmark
	61
	31
	55
	20
	6
	60

	UK
	0
	18
	20
	0
	8
	59

	Hungary
	0
	0
	5
	71
	60
	45

	Spain
	81
	131
	61
	60
	0
	40

	Serbia
	32
	41
	80
	0
	37
	39

	S'land
	3
	2
	2
	8
	17
	39

	Sweden
	0
	0
	0
	40
	329
	32

	Others
	156
	66
	241
	21
	47
	15

	Total 
	2181 
	1768 
	1987 
	1595 
	3797 
	3388 

	SOURCE: GTIS 


US strawberries find good demand nearby

Volume: 39  Issue: 26

US FROZEN strawberry exports reached their highest level in six years for the first four months of 2011, with a total of 8 083 tonnes shipped. 

The sharp increase was mostly due to greatly increased off-take from Canada, at 5 547 tonnes, and Japan, at 1 678 tonnes. Shipments to Mexico remained stable around the 630 tonnes mark. These three destinations account for almost all of the USA's frozen strawberry exports, with very minor quantities going to such countries as China and the Dominican Republic.

Meanwhile, in the first quarter, Moroccan frozen strawberry exports remained relatively stable at 5 449 tonnes, as a major drop in exports to Spain (down to 2 143 tonnes) was partially offset by greater demand from Belgium (up to 1 183 tonnes.

Latest figures for Chinese frozen strawberry exports run to May 2011, and show that for the five-month period, shipments increased significantly for the fourth year running, to hit 45 794 tonnes (+23%). All the major destinations increased off-take, with particularly large growth seen in Russia, whose purchases doubled from 2010, to 4 901 tonnes (+97%). But off-take from the UK and Australia was reduced, to 1 714 tonnes and 1 677 tonnes respectively (-10%, -22%).

Polish strawberry export figures are as yet only available to February 2011, but in the two months the origin lost ground compared with last year, shifting only 13 852 tonnes (-14%), due mainly to lower off-take from its top customers Germany, France, Russia and the Netherlands.

	CHILEAN FROZEN STRAWBERRY EXPORTS (January-April, tonnes) 

	81110 
	2006 
	2007 
	2008 
	2009 
	2010 
	2011 

	Japan
	878
	896
	1033
	996
	797
	1412

	China
	1987
	2318
	3031
	3526
	3726
	1399

	US
	4850
	5783
	3323
	4445
	2932
	1339

	Canada
	1659
	1547
	2167
	1610
	1191
	1196

	Brazil
	174
	76
	76
	48
	1252
	627

	N'lands
	24
	934
	497
	0
	192
	397

	S Korea
	0
	44
	0
	68
	64
	163

	P Rico (US)
	42
	111
	62
	154
	208
	135

	UK
	0
	0
	114
	47
	24
	89

	Denmark
	0
	0
	94
	0
	0
	88

	NZ
	0
	10
	48
	37
	81
	53

	France
	7
	0
	172
	252
	88
	52

	Others
	286
	699
	2239
	159
	262
	101

	Total 
	9907 
	12418 
	12856 
	11342 
	10817 
	7051 

	SOURCE: GTIS 




	MOROCCAN FROZEN STRAWBERRY EXPORTS (January-March, tonnes) 

	081110 
	2006 
	2007 
	2008 
	2009 
	2010 
	2011 

	Spain
	1396
	3254
	413
	0
	3680
	2143

	Belgium
	2917
	3095
	184
	769
	501
	1183

	France
	84
	3411
	1103
	998
	745
	1037

	N'lands
	0
	257
	0
	679
	578
	957

	UK
	0
	0
	0
	0
	20
	129

	Unidentified
	0
	0
	115
	517
	0
	0

	Germany
	0
	0
	0
	0
	24
	0

	Others
	201
	190
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Total 
	4598 
	10207 
	1815 
	2963 
	5548 
	5449 

	SOURCE: GTIS 




	CHINESE FROZEN STRAWBERRY EXPORTS (January-May, tonnes) 

	081110 
	2006 
	2007 
	2008 
	2009 
	2010 
	2011 

	N'lands
	6374
	2602
	5946
	6441
	7586
	8613

	Germany
	1182
	240
	1115
	2215
	5307
	6112

	Russia
	923
	594
	1113
	946
	2492
	4901

	Japan
	4636
	2330
	2920
	2966
	3648
	4651

	S Korea
	1244
	2009
	1253
	854
	1229
	2369

	UK
	524
	164
	356
	1251
	1908
	1714

	Australia
	1509
	1040
	1134
	1465
	2157
	1677

	US
	3720
	1403
	547
	759
	1535
	1583

	Denmark
	471
	193
	723
	1324
	966
	1514

	France
	1380
	245
	122
	414
	917
	1500

	Canada
	1388
	617
	321
	882
	903
	1308

	Thailand
	767
	203
	14
	891
	1093
	1220

	Others
	3557
	3071
	2368
	5107
	7586
	8632

	Total 
	27675 
	14711 
	17932 
	25515 
	37327 
	45794 

	SOURCE: GTIS 




	POLISH FROZEN STRAWBERRY EXPORTS (January-February, tonnes) 

	081110 
	2006 
	2007 
	2008 
	2009 
	2010 
	2011 

	Germany
	8152
	7209
	4235
	6601
	7110
	6470

	France
	811
	1596
	1645
	958
	1366
	1235

	Russia
	2096
	2015
	1370
	874
	1288
	969

	N'lands
	1707
	1422
	582
	1405
	1535
	871

	Austria
	399
	410
	355
	468
	735
	725

	Denmark
	803
	808
	836
	608
	787
	660

	Norway
	400
	410
	381
	473
	278
	536

	Finland
	145
	294
	336
	409
	282
	464

	Belgium
	460
	749
	560
	456
	749
	440

	Sweden
	525
	652
	447
	443
	533
	398

	UK
	1162
	1434
	607
	567
	602
	261

	Italy
	279
	138
	83
	148
	270
	182

	Others
	916
	1099
	592
	640
	493
	641

	Total 
	17855 
	18236 
	12029 
	14050 
	16028 
	13852 

	SOURCE: GTIS 




	US FROZEN STRAWBERRY EXPORTS (January - April, tonnes) 

	081110 
	2006 
	2007 
	2008 
	2009 
	2010 
	2011 

	Canada
	3289
	4142
	4800
	4880
	4210
	5547

	Japan
	1218
	1156
	1523
	696
	1046
	1678

	Mexico
	65
	399
	350
	274
	636
	628

	China
	0
	0
	0
	2
	38
	142

	Dom Rep
	10
	20
	27
	8
	11
	19

	Panama
	4
	10
	11
	29
	21
	18

	Singapore
	0
	7
	0
	9
	7
	14

	UK
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	9

	UAE
	0
	0
	0
	0
	11
	4

	Costa Rica
	0
	0
	1
	15
	1
	4

	Saudi Arabia
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4

	Trin & Tob
	1
	1
	0
	1
	2
	3

	Others
	226
	115
	333
	132
	16
	13

	Total 
	4813 
	5850 
	7045 
	6046 
	5999 
	8083 

	SOURCE: GTIS 


Processed vegetables
Favourable weather conditions in time for sweet corn harvest

Volume: 39  Issue: 26

CROP conditions for sweet corn in the main production areas of Europe have returned to normal in time for the start of the harvest season, according to industry officials. However, total production will be greatly reduced this year and raw material prices are up by 50%. 

The Association of European Sweet Corn Processors (AETMD) met in Budapest last week to discuss the current situation with sweet corn output, in particular in France and Hungary.

The eastern European country experienced heavy floods at the end of last year, adding to concerns that the total crop in Europe could be the lowest in 10 years (FOODNEWS 4 February). In contrast, France has been experiencing severe drought in the past few months that led the government to declare a 'crisis' situation (FOODNEWS 27 May), although the situation has eased for a number of processing vegetables in the past couple of weeks (FOODNEWS 17 June).

"The crop conditions in the south west of France are favourable and a normal harvesting period is expected," an AETMD member, who attended the meeting last week, told FOODNEWS. "In Hungary, after last year's terrible climatic conditions, the crop season had quite a normal start this year and the outlook is normal."

The representative, who did not wish to be named, said raw material prices this year have jumped by around 50% due to the very high cereal prices on offer. "It was more difficult this year to secure sufficient [growing area] and convince the farmers to grow sweet corn due to the competition from maize, energy crops and for other cereals," she explained. "Increased energy costs have also added further to the overall increase in production costs."

European sweet corn processors started the season with "exceptionally low stocks", according to the source. FOODNEWS reported earlier this year that a number of canned sweet corn suppliers had declared 'force majeure' on contracts agreed last year, due to the expected "tense" supply situation (FOODNEWS 4 March).

One Europe-based importer told FOODNEWS that it was proving difficult to get any reliable information on the condition of the European sweet corn crop and the expected production volume. "All I have heard is that Hungary is not really happy with its production volume this year," he said. "Hopefully we will get a clearer picture of the situation next month."

Global production

The AETMD representative said she expected global output of sweet corn this year to be "similar to the levels produced in the 2005/06 season," adding, "US production will be the lowest for many years."

The USDA reported in May that processors of sweet corn, the second biggest vegetable in the US in terms of economic importance, expect to see a 10% reduction in area devoted to the canning crop in 2011 as wholesale prices have been weak in the past year (FOODNEWS 20 May).

"Assuming average weather and yields, output of sweet corn for canning could decline nearly a tenth to the lowest level since 1964 when output fell to 1.1 million [short] tons," the USDA said.

Preserved artichokes exports to grow

Volume: 39  Issue: 26

PERU's exports of preserved artichokes could total USD106.6 million by the end of this year - a 9.9% increase compared with the same period a year before. 

Maximixe, an agricultural consultancy in the South American country, said this increase would be driven by a higher average export price due to the rise in production costs, as well as by larger shipments to the US, Canada and Europe. 

By the end of the first quarter of 2011, artichoke exports reached USD15.1 million in value, up 11.3% compared with the same period a year earlier, while the volume of shipments only increased by a marginal 0.6%.In 2010, shipments of preserved artichokes grew 30.6% year-on-year to USD96.9 million. 

Tough spring for US vegetable growers
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THE mid-western US, and parts of the north-west, have battled a cold, wet spring that resulted in delayed planting and sluggish early crop growth in processing vegetables, according to the USDA's Economic Research Service (ERS). 

Although growth is behind schedule in some areas, crops are said to be in good condition generally, though in some flooded areas, growers may not have been able to get seed into the ground in time for a full crop.

Delayed planting can lead to issues such as reduced yield and bunching, where too much of the crop ripens at once and can overwhelm processing capacity, as well as susceptibility to early frost and rain at the end of the season.

In April and May, processors began raising list prices for many canned and frozen vegetables in reaction to a combination of increased contract prices (due to competition with field crops), reduced stocks and delays to planting.

In contrast to canned and dehydrated vegetable prices, which began to rise in April and continued upwards in May, frozen vegetable prices declined in the two months, averaging 2% below year-ago levels. However, the ERS expected frozen vegetable prices to begin moving higher as inventories continue to dwindle.

The industry has been actively reducing stocks: on 1 January 2011 frozen vegetable stocks excluding potatoes were at the second-highest on record, but by 1 May had declined to 11% less than the same time last year.

Wholesale prices of frozen sweet corn were highlighted by the ERS as on the rise during the first half of 2011, though the product started of the marketing year in a very weak position.
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